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MAILBAG 
In response to the OP article in the February 22, 2006 tided 
"Olympic Mascots: A Proud Tradition of Sucking": 
Mr McCullough, while your article was well written and contained 
some well presented and supported ideas, it was not funny. The arti-
cle spoke of the lack of inspiring mascots of Olympics past. In par-
ticular I was offended by the description of the 1998 Nagano 
Olympic Snowlets. You wrote: "the Nagano officials decided to go 
with plan B and instead hired a chimpanzee with Down Syndrome 
to scrawl out four versions of the Just for Laughs goblins." JJ, I do 
admit that they do resemble the Just for Laughs characters, but I 
must correct you: 
First of all, it's inappropriate to make fun of people with Down 
Syndrome or any other mental handicap for that matter in the way 
that you have. 
Secondly, the Nagano officials did not "hire" anyone to submit 
designs for the 1998 Winter Olympics; people submitted them freely 
in contests. 
J.J. Responds: I apologize to anyone who may have 
been offended by my article. My intention was to be 
irreverent and silly, but I realize that not everyone 
will share the same sense of humour. I would like to 
point out, however, that I did do some background 
research on the mascots I criticized. At no point did 
I come across any source that claimed the Snowlets 
were created by a disabled artist. I have since 
researched the matter further, but I have still found 
no evidence that your claim is true. 
Thirdly, the fact that you capitalized the term Down Syndrome 
while using it in an inappropriate, disrespectful, and downright 
offensive manner is ironic. 
Fourthly, JJ, I'm hoping that you are ignorant to the fact that it actu-
ally was a human being with a mental disability that submitted this 
design. 
I hope that you will do your research before making judgments in 
the future. As you should know from your College studies, any good 
argument acknowledges the other side. I'd recommend you take a 
better look at the youth contests, symbolism, reasons, and criteria 
that is involved in selecting Olympic mascots. 
Ryan Johnson 
DC student 
athlete-1998 and 2002 Winter Olympic Games: Freestyle Skiing, 
Moguls 
THE OP MUSIC CHARTS- Otherwise known as ... 
What we listened to during the creation of this issue: 
CBC Rlldio 3--Podcast #41 
Rogue Wave-Out Of The Shadow 
Neko Case-Fox Confessor Brings The Flood 
SUBMISSION 
GUIDELINES 
The weekly deadline for submissions is 
Wednesday for publication the following 
Wednesday. Letters to the Editor, vacant sec-
tions, and "time-sensitive" articles (weekend 
news, sports, and cultural reviews) will be 
accepted until Saturday noon and can be sub-
mitted to the editor at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
All other submissions should be forward-
ed to the appropriate section editor. Please 
include your name, phone number/ email 
address, and word count, and submit via 
email as an MS Word.doc attachment to the 
attention of the appropriate editor. 
The Other Press is run by a collective, 
which means all decisions are reached via a 
democratic voting process. Membership in 
the voting collective is open to any person 
who has contributed to at least two of three 
consecutive issues. Those interested in join-
ing the Other Press collective should contact 
the editor at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
News 
opnewseditor@gmail.com 
Opinions 
opinionsubmit@hotmall.com 
A&E 
aeditor@gmail.com 
Congratulations to Vince Vim, this weeks lucky recipient 
of the prestegious OP Bowling Pulitzer. Nice one. 
Features 
opfeatures@gmail.com 
Sports 
mclennonb@douglas.bc.ca 
LETTITDR 
Have you ever had that dream where you realize that some-
how you have shown up at school or work with no pants 
on? I'm sure there's a litany of psychological explanations 
for what these types of dreams say about the dreamer's cur-
rent state of being. Freud may say that it has something to 
do with unresolved confidence issues arising from 
mother/father conflicts. Jung might say that it's somehow a 
momentary tapping into the fears of the collective uncon-
scious. B.F. Skinner could probably find some explanation 
pertaining to Behavioural Psychology. Me, I think those 
dreams are just premonitions. 
Here's why: Three weeks into my two-year professional 
writing program here at Douglas, I found myself sitting in 
the ELF (the comp~ter lab on the main floor of the library 
here at the New West campus). Being at the start of our 
time together, none of my classmates really knew each 
other all that well at this point, but we took all our classes 
together, and were therefore around each other every day. 
So, there I am in the ELF, and like always, I had my 
travel mug of piping hot coffee with me. I saw the "No 
Food or Drink" signs that were clearly posted everywhere, 
so I played it cool and smuggled my cup of joe into the lab. 
About ten minutes into class, I decided to get the lid off 
my mug so I could get the caffeine into my body by the 
gulp rather than by the sip. The lid was stuck, so I 
wrenched it. The mug slipped violently out my hand and 
coffee went all over my papers, the table, and me. A light 
brown pool of liquid was now spreading across the table at 
breakneck speeds, and it was heading straight for the girl 
beside me. I could accept that I had embarrassed myself, 
but screwing up my classmate's belongings was not an 
option. 
I panicked and proceeded to whip off my hoodie, com-
plete with the t-shirt I was wearing under it, pulled my shirt 
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from the hoodie, and began to mop up the liquid before it 
got to the girl's books. That's when it struck me ... I was in 
that dream. I had stopped the coffee from flowing across 
the two-person table, but I was also standing shirtless in 
front of the students that I'd spend the next two years in 
class with. Everyone was staring at me, mouths agape, 
unsure whether to laugh or leap up to help. 
Realizing that I was making a total ass of myself, I 
threw my sweatshirt back on and speed-walked to the wash-
room to clean up. When I got back, my classmates were 
kind enough not to stare, and I went on like the whole 
scene hadn't happened. Man oh man, did I ever feel like an 
idiot. 
When I got home that night, I gathered what shreds 
were left of my tattered self-confidence and did laundry. I 
washed and re-washed everything, and then, as a point of 
pride, wore the exact same outfit to school the next day. 
Nobody even noticed. 
What I'm getting at is this: that time you tripp.ed over 
nothing in main corridor, or the time you spilled gravy on 
your white shirt, or that time you fell asleep on a fifth floor 
couch and drooled all over the place, or even that time 
when you paraded around shirtless for 30 seconds in front 
of you classmates, they don'r make you a big fat nerd. Well, 
actually, they do, but nerds are kinda cool. And endearing. 
What's that, you want to endear yourself to me? Well 
that is easy as pie my friends. Simply keep reading this 
week's Oilier Press. From the Severed Hand of Contents to 
the Last Call, it's packed to the brim with .the kind of stuff 
you just can't learn from unintentionally streaking a pub 
night. Enjoy. 
-Colin Miley, Managing Editor 
SEVERED HANDS OF CONTENTS 
·News 4 Opinions 1 A&E 10 WTF 
23 
Features 16 Sports 2.0 
opnewscdi tor@gmail.com 4 
Canadian Soldiars Undar Fira in Afghanistan 
Combat and Casualtias lnoraasing as Canada Laads ,Occupation Foroa 
Nicole Burton, News Editor 
The Canadian Armed Forces suffered their 10th fatal casu-
alty in Afghanistan last week, during a "routine patrol" 
when a military Humvee supposedly rolled over, killing 
one soldier and injuring seven others. 
Corporal Paul Davis, who was killed in the incident last 
Thursday, was one of 2000 new soldiers who have been 
deployed to the province of Kandahar in the last six 
months. 
On the same day, Prime Minister Steven Harper said, 
"This is a critical mission ... the success of this mission is 
important not just in terms of Canada's objectives, but 
important in terms of the contribution we are making to 
the world community and global security." 
A similar situation was reported last fall when Sergeant 
Braun Scott Woodfield, originally from British Columbia, 
was killed during a patrol. 
Casualties among Canadian forces in Afghanistan have 
drastically increased since Canada moved operations into 
the Kandahar region in summer 2005. Last month, four 
Canadian soldiers were injJred in different attacks on 
Mohammad Cartoons Dabata Continuas 
Tha Strand's Cartoon Attaokad and Dafandad 
Rehaana Manek, The Varsity (University of Toronto) 
TORONTO (CUP)-As editors of Victoria College stu-
dent paper The Strand defend their decision to publish an 
editorial cartoon of the Prophet Mohammed and Jesus 
kissing just before reading week, representatives of the 
Muslim Students' Association are calling on administrators 
and students to take action. 
"There is responsibility along with free speech," 
Safiyyah Ally, communications director for the MSA, "It 
reflects a lack of understanding of issues on campus, and 
people want us to take a more aggressive stance. There 
was 'Know Radical Islam week,' and then the cartoons, 
people want to know, what's next?" 
Messages sent out to the MSA's email list this week 
urged members to express their disapproval of the car-
toon's publication by writing letters both to The Strand and 
to admin, but also expressed some appreciation toward the 
administration for its commitment to organizing several 
educational initiatives on Sunday. 
For many students, however, frustration is still felt far 
more than gratitude. 
"I haven't had many times where people came into my 
office and just started crying," said U of T's student union 
President Paul Bretscher in the aftermath of the publica-
tion. 
"There is a deep sense of hurt, and there is also 
anger," said Ally. ''We have been trying to calm people and 
make them feel like they are taking an active role. Muslims 
on campus feel that their faith is not being taken seriously. 
They feel marginalized and victimized; they feel that they 
have lost their voice. Someone even posted the cartoon on 
the MSA door." 
Meanwhile, editors of The Strand attempted to clear the 
air over the issue of responsibility. 
''I didn't personally make, or even have a great deal of 
influence over, the decision to publish the cartoon," said 
Nick Ragaz, managing editor of The Strand. "Some media 
take a much less subtle view of Islam than The Strand. We 
didn't set out to hurt or attack anyone. We were only ful-
filling our responsibility as a paper." 
''It was a full editorial board decision," said Strand co-
Editor-in-Chief Karen Whaley. When asked if she was still 
happy that they printed it, she replied, "In my personal 
opinion, absolutely." 
Canadian forces, and in January, Canadian diplomat Glynn 
Berry was killed in an attack on a Canadian military envoy, 
the first Canadian diplomat to be killed in the country. 
This month, Canada took leadership of the multina-
tional occupation force, commanded by Canadian Armed 
Forces Brigadier General David Fraser. The force includes 
2200 Canadian soldiers. 
Increased attacks have come hand-in-hand with 
announcements that Canada will be "stepping up its pres-
ence" in Afghanistan and "on the world stage" in the com-
ing years. Last April, the Canadian military budget was 
doubled, and 8,000 new positions were opened in the army 
and the reserves. 
Despite a recent Globe and Mail poll revealing that 
over 60 percent of Canadians do not want soldiers in 
Afghanistan, government officials in Ottawa are warning 
people to anticipate a much higher level of involvement-
one that is likely to last 10 years. 
The February issue of the paper featured a cartoon of 
Jesus and Prophet Muhammad entering a "Tunnel of 
Tolerance" together. The cartoon was originally commis-
sioned by The Varsiry, but editors decided not to publish 
the cartoon after it was submitted. 
Although it has received much criticism and negative 
response, Victoria University president P. W. Gooch sup-
ported The Strand's decision to "inform and invoke discus-
sion." 
''We can't live by religious taboos," said Ragaz. "I 
respect the faith a great deal, but people should be capable 
of drawing their own conclusions. SAC accused us of 
attacking Muslims on campus, and that accusation is hard 
to take since that is not what we were out to accomplish." 
On Ragaz's personal website, www.livefreeordie.ca, his 
mission statement reads, ''We believe that personal individ-
ual freedom can be maintained only by living with a sense 
of civic responsibility, compassion, and moral justice." 
When the cartoon was originally published, the MSA 
sent out an official statement to their members condemn-
ing its publication. 
"When I saw it, I felt like crying," said Ally. "There is a 
great deal of ignorance on campus; we don't have enough 
engagement with other groups and that's unfortunate. We 
are not against free speech. This cartoon doesn't violate 
policy, but it does not create an environment where civil 
discourse can thrive and within these constraints, it limits 
free speech." 
NEWS 
EVENTS CALENDAR 
March 9-Thursday 
Israel's Disengagement: A view from Gaza 
Photo exhibit by photojournalist Jon Elmer, with discus-
sion 
"Children of Palestine" 
3pm at Simon Fraser University, Burnaby Mountain 
For more info: http:// fromoccupiedpalestine.org/ disen-
gagement 
March 13-Wednesday 
Spetial "talkback" performance of Shakespeare's The 
Taming of the Shrew 
1 pm in the Performing Arts Theatre 
Douglas College--New Westminster Campus 
Special ticket price of $5 
Repeats Tuesday, March 14 at 7:30pm. Regular perform-
ances through March 18. 
March 14-Tuesday 
Video Showing of Let Them Stqy: Voices of US War Resisters 
in Canada 
Narrated by Shirley Douglas/ Produced and Directed by 
Alex Lisman 
ComPG=1on. Undel sbldlny. Poss'lon. 
Colour and B&W / 28 minutes/ Canada/ 2005 
7pm at the Hewett Centre of the Unitarian Church (49th 
and Oak St. Vancouver) 
Organized by the· War Resisters Support Campaign BC 
March 15-Wednesday 
Jeanetter Ash, Political Science instructor, speaks about the 
under-representation of women in legislatures, almost a 
century after women achieve the franchise in most of 
Europe and North America. 
7pm in Room 4920, Douglas College--New Westminster 
Campus 
Presented by Womenspeak 
March 16-Thursday 
"Racist Cartoons, Islamophobia: The Roots and 
Consequences" 
A Free Public Forum, 6:30 pm 
For more information: www.mawovancouver.org 
Organized by Mobilization Against War & Occupation 
(MAWO) 
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March 18-Saturday 
On the .Third Anniversary of the US/UK Invasion of 
Iraq ... 
War No More! Rally and March 
11 :30am gather for march at Seaforth Park (South End of 
Burrard Bridge). 
1pm rally at Vancouver Art Gallery 
Organized by Stopwar.ca (www.StopWar.ca) 
March 19-Sunday 
Anti-war, Anti-Occupation Conference 
Free-All Day 
Against the Imperialist War Drive & For Self-
Determination of Oppressed Nations! 
10am-6pm at Britannia Community Centre (1661 Napier 
St @ Commercial Dr.) 
Workshops on: Haiti, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Palestine, 
Cuba, Rwanda, Indigenous Nations in Canada and Building 
the Anti-war Movement in Canada 
For more information or to register: www.mawovancou-
ver.org 
Organized by Mobilization Against War & Occupation 
(MAWO) 
NEWS 6 opnewseditor@gmail.com 
Tha Ministar's Naw Shoes 
JJ McCullough, Investigative Reporter 
This week, Josh Upton asks, "Why do finance ministers 
always buy new shoes for budget day?" · 
A couple of weeks ago BC's finance minister, Carole 
Taylor, touched off a minor firestorm of protest when it 
was revealed that she had purchased a $600 pair of pumps 
prior to publicly revealing the province's 2006 budget. To 
many, the act reeked of vanity and extravagance, and 
indeed, poor taste in general. Though one can certainly 
debate the necessity of such expensive footwear, according 
to traclition, the minister clid nothing wrong. For at the last 
few decades, it has been an established political custom in 
Canada: Every finance minister must purchase-and 
wear-new shoes immediately before presenting a new 
budget before the parliament. 
Why? Well, surprisingly, no one seems to know. 
Actording to the official website of the Library of 
Parliament in Ottawa, even their crack team of inve~tiga­
tors has been unable to determine the origins of the tradi-
tion, despite having phoned every surviving finance minis-
ter in the country. All the library officials were able to 
determine was that the traclition started in 1966 with 
Finance Minister Mitchell Sharp. Sharp himself clied in 
2004, so he can no longer offer much help in solving the 
mystery. 
There are rumours, however. One common interpreta-
tion holds that the fashion-conscious Sharp simply felt like 
buying new shoes for his big budget day, and the practice 
only evolved into a full blown traclition when Jean Chretien 
became finance minister several years later. Since Chretien 
was a political rookie in those days, the other politicians 
often enjoyed playing pranks on him. The legend goes that 
a gang of mischievous MPs told Chretien to buy new 
shoes for budget day, simply to see if he would be gullible 
enough to obey. He clid, and since then so has everyone 
else. After all, as the old saying goes, "As goes Chretien, so 
goes the nation." 
Got a question that needs investigating? Email 
wart_mamu@yahoo.com 
*when We do your Student taxes Notavalidcoupon. 
Get a coup_on for a free medium Domino's Pizza 
with student t~x preparation.t 
. Come in today or call 1-800-HRBLOCK 
H&R BLOCK 
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B Sidas: Whara's Wayna's Samanko Whan Ha Naads Dna? 
Brandon Ferguson, Opinionated Assmonger 
If there's one thing you don't do to 
Canada, it's fuck with hockey. Those of us 
who don't write for the sports sections of 
the myriad fanatical Canadian newspapers, 
and those of us still left uneaten by TSN's 
Bob McKenzie, can accept defeat. Hey, 
hockey's a game; it sucks that we lost but it 
wasn't our year. 
Our backline was depleted by iajury and 
so we were defeated by better (and 
• younger) talent. Oh well. Our forwards 
seemed slow and were unable to hit the tar-
get. Observing that the bigger ice apd 
insane amount of hockey these players 
have played so far may have contributed to 
their sluggish performance in Turin would 
be on the mark, but would rob the 
Russians, Finns, and Swiss of well-deserved 
victories. Declaring that Canada has, for the 
second time in a decade, completely aban-
doned the game it invented would be asi-
nine, yet there's still a kernel of truth to it. 
:Blaming Todd Bertuzzi is pretty much par 
for . the course, so go on, indulge. 
But aying that Wayne Gretzky is to 
fault for his inability to orchestrate a gold 
medal performance from the press box 
rafters would be flat-out wrong. Are we 
only now realizing that the man isn't God? 
Gretzky, as you may know, is, for all 
intents and purposes, a Canadian God. At 
17, he signed with the Indianapolis Racers 
of the fledgling WHA, before being sold to 
the Edmonton Oilers. He'd win the rookie 
of the year award that year, finishing third 
in league scoring. The next year, he and the 
Oil Slick joined the NHL, where he tied for 
first in league scoring and won the Hart 
Trophy as MVP. .. at the age of 19. He won 
9 Hart trophies, 10 scoring titles, set 40 
regular season records, 15 playoff records, 
and remains the only player to ever collect 
over 200 points in a season-and he did 
that four times. 
ot bad for a kid from Brantford, 
Ontario, who weighed maybe 170 pounds 
soaking wet. 
He gave hockey a legend, he gave 
Canada a hero; he brought hockey to the 
US when he was traded to LA, he brought 
class and humility to everything he did. For 
a man who holds the kind of sporting 
records where, if you were to add the totals 
of second and third place all-time, they 
would still be comparable to Gretzky's 
marks, he had nary a harsh word nor an air 
of aloof arrogance towards anyone. 
The meanest I've ever seen him was in 
Salt Lake City when he said the pressure 
was "a crock of bull." 
Crock of bull? I've literally said more 
vulgar things in my sleep. 
In a world where Barry Bonds brow 
beats all comers, Michael Vick gives out 
herpes like his little brother collects felony 
charges, Eli Manning throws a temper 
tantrum until he gets to play where he 
wants, and where nearly every single bas-
ketball player could buy and sell a Virgin 
Island but instead plays video games and 
smokes herb, Gretzky's a man you could 
hang your hat on-sturdy, dependable, 
driven, and . .. tall. 
But, more than anything else, Gretzky 
understands the lost art of picking your 
spots (insert Michael Vick joke here). When 
the chips were down, Gretzky could pick 
you up--Gretzky's perfect drop pass to 
Mario Lemieux in the 1987 Canada Cup 
comes to mind. 
The past three months has seen 
Gretzky endure more than his fair share of 
·personal trauma: his mother passed away 
one week before Christmas; his grand-
mother followed shortly after; Rick 
Tocchet's gambling ring has forced Gretzky 
to deny every accusation thrown his way; 
his wife has been implicated as a gamble-
holic; the Phoenix Coyotes have reinvented 
suck; and now his Team Canada has come 
home an offensively impotent loser (hard 
to swallow for the man who made offense 
an option). 
At a time where we should be offering 
prayers and space to our most revered of 
national treasures, out of shape hacks from 
sea to sea are ripping him apart. What 
makes this all the sadder is that the normal 
fervency with which nerds (writers) attack 
jocks (athletes) seems misplaced-Gretzky 
himself could hole up in a high school 
locker for weeks and still have .space to 
spare in there. 
In The Province sports section, a notice-
ably flabby Ed Willes chastised the Gretz 
One for his selections, his leadership, and 
his scandal-plagued presence. He resisted 
the urge to blame Gretzky for his mother's 
and grandmother's deaths, barely. Surely, 
the greatest hock~y player to ever lace up 
the skates could've done something ... to 
cancer . 
Big fat Bob McKenzie called for an all-
out end to professional hockey players in 
the Olympic Games, an idea he's champi-
oned since Salt Lake, because of the rigors 
players are put through during such a con-
densed NHL season. A man who sweats 
when he so much as sneezes comes valiant-
ly to the rescue of some of the fittest peo-
ple in the world. The players can't be 
blamed for not playing; but since Gretzky is 
Canada, blame Canada. 
And finally, the boy wonder of sports 
broadcasting, Bob Costas, took the time to 
sit down with a visibly drained Wayne 
Gretzky before a roaring fire on a chalet 
inspired set to ask the important questions 
about Canada's failure on the ice. 
How much of this can be blamed on 
personnel choice (read: Bertuzzi)? 
How hard was it to come here after 
your mother's and grandmother's deaths 
(they died, you know)? 
How much of a distraction was your 
wife's involvement in the gambling contro-
versy (any stock denials for a disbelieving 
American audience)? 
There may have been a single, hockey-
related question in Costas' entire inquisi-
tion; it was about how bad the Coyotes are. 
~ Wha.t dbout Wayne, Rob? Me."stsge · M1crosofl Word 
E.lo t!ll ~ [nsert Fgmlll: Ioois Ttbie )!bldow J:!et> 
As the Wayner went through his reper-
toire of canned responses, Costas made a 
point of helping him out with the lucidity 
of legalese. "Now, it should be pointed out 
that under New Jersey State laws, placing a 
bet is not illegal, so at this time, there are no 
pending charges to be laid against Janet 
Jones-Gretzky. Whatever charges are laid, 
will be laid against Rick Tocchet, assistant 
coach of the Phoenix Coyotes, and good 
friend of Gretzky himself." 
Nice, Bob. Isn't that a lot like interview-
ing Michael Jackson, and repeatedly affirm-
ing that according to the jury's verdict, MJ 
wasn't found guilty of touching little boys? 
That's right, the legal system, as it stands 
now, has currently chosen to not implicate 
Jackson in the molestation of innocent lit-
tle boys. The man you see here before me 
and the open fire is, in a very technical 
sense, not a child molester. 
So ... any plans for a new album? 
I suppose what pisses me off most 
about this whole situation is that my boy-
hood idol-the only boyhood idol who has 
become even bigger and better in my eyes 
as I've grown into adulthood- has been 
raked over the coals to satiate an unknown 
audience while promoting the sensationalist 
agenda of B-grade journalists too monu-
mentally egocentric to understand the sig-
nificance of this loss. 
Canada doesn't go to war; Canada plays 
hockey. We lost this one and that hurts. 
Our boys are coming home wounded. 
Shouldn't we be offering them our sup-
port? 
• X 
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Wee ... 
S<bject: 'M>ot oboo.t Wayne, Bob? 
At\och .. Adobe PQF • 
Yes Bob! Hi, Brandon here. I've wotched you ever since you looked like you were 12 So, well, that could've been since 
forever. Neverthele.,, do you remember when you sucl:edl It was a long. long time ago, though not a wnnkle h2s troubled 
you since. Remember when you made figure skating sensational? When you made basketball wittyl You weren't built for 
football, but sbll, nobody noticed You found a way to make baseball last longer than just the commeraal break of another 
show. You once left a tip for $3.31 at Stan~""'"!'~ restaurant, m J;lopo]Jr of Stan M_ustafs hfetime batbng aver2ge. Bob, 
guy, if anything, you were sharp. 
So I wondered tonight, watching your lynching of Wayne Gretzky, whether or not it was a voice you heard in your 
earpiece that said "Hey, hair product. don't pay for themselves~sk something juicy" or Simply a choice you made to ask 
about the Ji.ttrgritty that only itty bi..tt:i..ss ever seem to concern themselves withl 
The guy just had his heart crushed ~mes ov . Ih~es,.tl]Q~J.n"!...~CJ', "If you could go back in bme, 
what would youh:ovetold your wife to dol" Good one, guy. 
Bob <;;_o,!.,_~ I grew up listening to a lot of your calls; I've laughed at your on-air joke. Lke John ~49~·~ irrelevant 
commenting on the unseen obviousne>s o f a play that makes him a country· bump !<in Aristotle; like Howard 9 9.ssJl's 
uncanny ability to sound freoh yet tinny; like Joe Buck's ability to make Barbie's Ken seem somehow Ieos plastic; you had a 
distinct style that was both effective and reassuring 
Now ... you'reDebor:ah!:l.~£ to m e. 
Inside Edition ""'aits, guy. The greatest hockey player that may ever live-the man who did something better than 
anybody else ever had or ever will, times two-was lambasted by you after his boys broke the heart of the notion that 
made him 
Hope the Nielsen ratings offer reach-afS!,.,U!L<\!.. II' our brothen and ustet1 to the north, who just don't g<t you any m o re, 
Canada. 
..:.l 
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Mamo to Afghanis: What about our naads? 
JJ McCullough, OP Columnist 
Perhaps one of this country's greatest nationalistic myths 
of is oft-stated belief that Canadians genuinely care about 
the world. Canadians, we repeatedly tell ourselves, far 
exceed all other nations of the globe in our sheer level of 
humanitarian concern. We love ·the world, the world loves 
us, and we never shut up about either. 
One of the key idols in this cult of Canadian self-love 
is of course peacekeeping. Could there be any activity 
more noble? Other countries may make war, but we 
Canadians-the Gandhi of the international community-
prefer to put our lives on the line to defend the safety, sta-
bility, and human rights of the planet's less-fortunate 
nations. Of course, the main problem with this peacekeep-
ing mythos we Canadians have created for ourselves is that 
it's simply not true. We celebrate peacekeeping because it 
creates a good brand image for the country, not because 
we actually want to get our hands dirty helping the world. 
A good test is to ask someone if they can actually name 
one of these proud peacekeeping missions Canadians are 
. supposedly so actively engaged in. Yes, yes, we all know 
about the Suez Canal thing in the 1950s, but what about a 
mission that doesn't pre-date the microwave? 
More than three decades after his death, we're still 
coasting on Lester Pearson's Nobel Prize. Of course, this 
is not to say Canada has done no legitimate peacekeeping 
missions since then. On the contrary, our troops have 
achieved meaningful (though often short-lived) peacemak-
ing victories in war-torn nations such as the Congo, 
Cyprus, Kosovo, and even Israel. The fact remains, howev-
er, that such forgotten missions have been effective largely 
because they have escaped public scrutiny. Recent history 
has proven that once the Canadian public and politicians 
actually start scrutinizing our nation's military commit-
ments in any serious manner, it does not take long for our 
supposedly boundless humanitarian goodwill to evaporate. 
Case in point: Afghanistan. We're now in our fourth 
conserutive year over there, but only now are C~nadians 
themselves starting to notice. Over the last couple of 
months, Canada's present mission in Afghanistan has been 
subjected to a flurry of speeches, editorials, and polls, all 
espousing a common theme: should we even bother? A 
recent poll suggested over 60 percent of our nation's citi-
zens favour a pullout. 
The Canadian mission in Afghanistan is a complicated 
and multi-pronged mandate, backed by the United Nations, 
NATO, and most of our major allies. Among other things, 
our troops are helping safeguard the country's fragile (and 
democratically-elected) government, protecting Afghani 
civilians and neighbourhoods from the intimidation and 
terror of reactionary suicide attacks, seeking out and 
destroying those who attempt to commit such crimes, and 
dismantling the Al-Qaida terrorist infrastructure that pro-
vides their lifeblood. In doing this, Canada is helping stabi-
lize a country torn by centuries of warfare, prevent the rise 
of another murderous, Taliban-like regime, and ensure that 
another September 11-style attack never occurs on our 
continent, or any other. Surely these are all good causes 
that peace-loving Canadians can rally around? 
But no. Stabilizing? Dismantling? D estroying? Why, 
those all sound like things our troops could get hurt doing, 
and God knows our fragile national psyche can't handle 
that! 
Plus, staying in Afghanistan would involve continued 
Earth Naads Womanl 
can tha girls fix politics? 
lain Reeve, OP Fella 
This one is for all the ladies out there. 
The fact is, we men are losing it. Thousands of years of 
power and control over most of the world's societies has 
left us lazy, overconfident, bitter, and just plain . .. well male. 
Look around: war, violence, environmental degradation, 
arms races, aggressive diplomacy, and discrimination. 
Would any of these political problems be as prevalent if 
women were in charge? 
Women are stereotypically seen as the calmer, gentler, 
more emotionally sensitive of the two genders. Long-
standing feminist theories have, thus, insisted that govern-
ments, corporations, and-God forbi~militaries led by 
women would be less prone to things more commonly 
attributed to men. Namely: hot-headedness, fighting, emo-
tional insensitivity, pride, and a lengthy list of other nasty 
attributes. While to many folks, such as myself, the idea of 
a kinder, gentler, more in touch world is a nice one, many 
political realists would see this as catastrophe. We can't 
have people, male or female, who are weak and conciliato-
ry running countrie~ in a system where consolidation of 
power is key. 
It may be worth noting that just about all these theo-
rists are men. 
The pressure from this end of the spectrum is, howev-
er, disturbingly well entrenched. In a world of considerably 
stiffer gender equality regulations, women attempting to 
co-operation with the evil devil-Americans, an act which 
many Canadians seem to consider high treason in itself. 
Or consider Iraq. The war-torn Iraqis certainly have no 
shortage of problems to address, and as a result, over the 
last few years several dozen nations have already offered 
various forms of humanitarian assistance to the country. 
The government of Japan, to cite but one notable exam-
ple, sent over 600 medical workers and engineers to Iraq in 
the Spring of 2004. The-se men and women remain in the 
country to this day, assisting with various mundane, but 
important duties such as the purification of water and the 
reconstruction of dilapidated buildings. Such gestures of 
volunteerism are desperately needed, and greatly appreciat-
ed by the Iraqi people. 
Forget about Canada ever doing such a thing, however. 
So much as mentioning the word "Iraq" in this country is 
enough to trigger a downright Pavlovian response of 
frothing anti-American ?ysterics. Opposition to the Iraq 
War has become such a cherished sacred cow in this coun-
try that even nominal conservatives like Stephen Harper 
no longer bother trying to swing public opinion on the 
matter. The needs of the Iraqi people--or what we can do 
to help them are distant and forgotten concerns. Standing 
up to the pig-dog Americans and humiliating George W 
Bush are far more pressing priorities. 
There are words for these sorts of attitudes, but they 
sure aren't "selfless" or "humanitarian." 
Canadians like our peacekeepers like we seem to like 
most things: bland. No guns, no death, no violence, no 
controversy, and, most importantly of all, no Americans. 
The fact that this country is so downright eager to have 
nothing to do with two of the world's most neediest 
hotspots speaks volumes of our true foreign policy priori-
ties. We're all in favour of putting peacekeepers on our 
quarters, just don't ask us to make any sacrifices for the 
rest of the world in the process. 
enter politics are, indeed, less likely to face outright dis-
crimination. However, there are still countless reports of 
hidden discrimination, harassment, etc. On top of this, 
many women find it difficult to proceed far in politics 
while maintaining their ideals. For this reason we are less 
likely to see politicians who look like our moms, and look 
more like Margaret Thatcher. As was said in the peak of 
the Thatcher administration, "She may be a woman, but 
she isn't a sister." 
Recent attempts by parties to attract more female can-
didates have been largely in vain as women, even in the 
NDP, which boasts the highest representation levels, are 
well below 50 percent. Some have speculated that this is 
due to the fact that parliament, especially in the most 
recent session, has become a place very few women would 
like to conduct political business. Petty snaps, insults, chest 
thumping, and raised voices have made parliament a place 
where even Thatcheresque women would feel conflicted. 
Continued: P.9 
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ed by unconscious voices 
only focus on a small number of details at once, we are 
not very consistent with multiple evaluations of the same 
choices, since we may choose to focus on different attrib-
utes each time. This leads to what has been called "option 
paralysis" because we keep coming to different conclu-
sions. 
chases (such as furniture) were ultimately more satisfied 
with their choices. 
Our unconscious mind, on the other hand, is capable 
of integrating large amounts of information, although with 
less precision. For the Amsterdam university experiment, 
researchers postulated that, because conscious thought is 
so precise, it would lead to good decisions over simple 
matters, where only one or two attributes were involved. 
However, because uncqnscious thought has such high 
capacity, it would lead to better decisions over more com-
In his recent book Blink, former New York Times sci-
ence reporter Malcolm Gladwell wrote about similar prop-
erties of the unconscious mind. Gladwell talks about "thin 
slicing," which refers to its ability to find patterns in certain 
situations based on very narrow slices of experience. 
According to Gladwell, what some people call intuition, or 
that gut feeling, is really grounded in logic and shaped by 
our knowledge and experience with the world-we just 
aren't necessarily able to easily articulate it. 
plex matters. 
i They called this hypothesis "deliberation-without-atten-
Attention all politicians: Take my advice-sit on it. At don" and they tested it using foui studies on consumer 
Researchers from rrye Amsterdam study point out that, 
although they focused on consumer products, " there is no 
a priori reason to assume that the deliberation-without-
attention effect does not generalize to other choices-
political, managerial or otherwise." 
least, that's what the latest research is saying helps lead to choices, including some in a laboratory setting and some 
the best decisions. using real shoppers. One study involved participants read-
While listening to your instincts or your "gut reaction" ' ing positive and negative information abput four hypotheti-
So to all our new MPs in the House: deliberate, debate, 
discuss. Then go home and sleep on it before making a 
decision. Canada will be better off if you do. 
has long been cited by people as a reason for making cal cars. Some were then asked to think about the cars for 
choices, scientists have often dismissed this seemingly irra-' four minutes and choose one. Others were distracted with 
tiona! process as merely "folk wisdom." Now science is , another task for four minutes before making a choice. 
catching up to that age-old wisdom. While those who had time to think about their choice 
According to a new report published recendy in the made good decisions when the information was simple 
journal Science, complex decisions are best handled by the (only four attributes listed per vehicle), they more often 
unconscious mind. Researchers at the University of made poorer choices when the information became more 
Amsterdam conducted a series of experiments on purchas- complex (12 attributes listed per vehicle). 
ing decisions and found that, while conscious deliberation In another study, shoppers were quizzed about their 
is good for making simple decisions, for more complicated purchases upon leaving an IKEA store and a department 
choices it's often better to sleep on it, then to simply go I ' Th k d 'fi . b th I f store. ey were as e spec1 c ques~ons a out e cost o 
with your gut. their items, how much they had known about them before 
Conscious thought does not always lead to the best · th d h h · th th h c9mmg to e store, an ow muc tlme ey O).lg f 
decisions because it has low capacity. We can only con- about their purchases before they bought them. F'olldw-up 
sciously think of a small number of things at any given phbne calls, revealed that shoppers who spent more time 
time, which can lead us to focus on minor details or only a deliberating about simple purchases (such as kitchen acces-
small subset of relevant information. And because we can sories) and less time deliberating about more complex pur-
Into the Snow 
Heidi Kilsby 
I 
I could smell it as soon as I walked out the door. The snow was 
barely there, it was more a like vague memo,ry, but the smell of 
snow on the cold air was enough to make homesickness well up 
within me. I actually had to duck into a store for fear I might end 
up crying in the street. 
I have lived in a lot of places, but it has been strange living 
down here on the coast. The Big Smoke-that's what we call it at 
home. You can debate the differences between your North Van, 
your Burnaby, your New West; but as far as I'm concerned, if 
there isn't at least an hour of trees and cows in between them, 
then you're still in the same damn place. 
Moving from a small town in the interior of this province, I 
may as well have come from a different country. I've been the 
proverbial fish out of water. The things that are automatic at 
home have no place here: eye contact makes people you pass on 
the sidewalk uncomfortable and leaving the front door 
unlocked-even when people are home-makes my roommates 
uneasy. The one that really kills me though is that everyone here 
keeps their blinds down; I haven't figured out if they are afraid of 
seeing out or of other people seeing in. 
Experiences that I consider intrinsic to being Canadian are 
suddenly out of place here. I've taken the bear bells off of my 
back pack, as chances are slim I'm going to encounter one on the 
walk to school. There is no driveway to shovel and no wood to 
stack, so exercise is now something I actually have to go looking 
for. 
Now by this point I'm willing to bet that you're thinking I'm a 
hick-it's a point I'm willing to concede. However, once you've 
made your judgment, I want you to think about what it means. It 
means that my neighbours may know everything about me-from 
whom I'm sleeping with to what my vices are. But it also means 
that they would come by and check on me if they hadn't seen me 
in a few days. It means that I grew up playing outside in a forest, 
no.t a park. It means that I feel safe on days when I'm feeling lazy 
and decide to hitchhike to work because I've got a 90 percent 
chance of knowing the person who picks me up. It means that 
instead of fireworks, I got to watch the northern lights dance 
across the sky. 
Now, I'll grant you that living in the city does have benefits: 
there are colleges, concerts, people from every corner of the 
globe, and-if you've ever had to chop your own wood, this is a 
good one-electric heat. I've been enjoying them all; but yester-
day morning, I would have traded them all in a heartbeat for a 
real snowfall. 
Left Overs continued: 
On one hand, it should be the prerogative 
of MPs to act more professionally in par-
liament, not just to help include women 
and those who don't feel like slamming on 
desks, but because it is simply better for 
government. On the other hand, the best 
way to entice them to do so is for hotshot 
women politicians to go for gold-run, 
win, and show government and citizens 
what they're made of. 
I'm personally skeptical that more 
women automatically equals better govern-
. ment. There are women who are jerks, 
emotionally unstable, and downright crazy, 
just like men. However, even if there is 
absolutely no truth to the women-equals-
sanity argument, we owe it to our repre-
sentative democracy to see more girls 
crowding parliament's hollowed halls. 
So come on girls, get in there. Sure you 
may be taking my spot down the road, but 
I figure you deserve it. 
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Y• & Saxy W•'t Panic 
Kevin Lalonde, OP Columnist 
YOUl G AND 
·SEXY 
ll 
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Kooky, lneida and Out 
Chloe Crowson, OP Contributor 
' . 
You know, I just sat here for 15 minutes trying to think of 
a witty way of discussing Mint Records label-homies 
Young & Sexy's newest LP, Pani& When You Find It, and in 
particular, the track'~ the Little Boys and Girls." You'd 
think the jokes would write themselves. But alas, all that 
came into my head over and over was "goddamn, this is 
some awesome pop music." Not exactly the razor-sharp 
witticism I'd hoped for. 
Pani& is Young & Sexy's third full length, and I can say 
with some confidence that it kicks ass. Pani• is no doubt 
their most ambitious project, and finally effectively repro-
duces the power of their live show on a take-home-and-
groove-to-with-your-girlfriend format. Those of you who 
were cool enough to attend their February 23 show at the 
Red Room, with the Doers and fellow Mint labelmates the 
Buttless Chaps, will know what I'm talking about. A hun-
dred people, all standing in a bar, swaying silently to the 
ever-growing, lush, and remorseful ups and downs of 
''Without Your Love,'' and all of them thinking to them-
selves "if only I had this in my car stereo ... I'd be getting 
laid for sure tonight." This is how I will always remember 
seeing Young & Sexy live. 
Primary vocalist Lucy Brain lends energy to Pani• that 
makes it un-ignorable, even to the most casual listener. Her 
powerf\ll voice communicates the harsh, bittersweet feel-
ings and themes of the album in perfect fashion (''Your 
Enemy's Asleep,'' "5/ 4," or Pani& highlight, ''Without Your 
Love''), but can still rock out on the peppy side of the pop 
spectrum with bull's-eye accuracy. 'The Curious Organ,'' 
or even the aforementioned '~ the Little Girls and Boys,'' 
for example, show a strong kinship with Belle and 
Sebastian's more spry and lively work. So you see, it's not 
just the "and" qualifier that makes 'em so cool, you know. 
Strong melodies and excellent percussion highlight the 
entire album as well, giving it a tighter, more sophisticated 
feel than Young & Sexy's previous releases like 2001's Stand 
Up For Your Mother. Sporting beautiful, Wring guitar pro-
gressions and even the occasional horn or two, Panic, as a 
whole, creates a beautifully luxuriant and blossoming 
soundstage for co-vocalist Paul Hixon Pittman to bust out 
his Vancouverized brand of Brit-pop vocals, and he does 
so to lovely effect I might add. I won't bother to quote any 
of the lyrics, however. Reading them on paper will never 
do them justice, so you'll just have to go out and listen to 
it. 
All in all, Panic When You Find It is an excellent album, 
littered with perfect melodies and heartbreaking themes 
that leave you pretty well satisfied, if even still feeling 
alone. And oh yeah, it has wicked black and white cover 
art. It's rad. 
Enough with the Brit bands already! We get it. Accents are cool, skinny guys are 
cool, and, yeah, it's just nifty that the CD is classified as an import. But serious-
ly .. . enough. All ranting aside, you'd be missing out if you wrote off The Kooks 
just because they hail from Brighton,, England. UKers were waiting eagerly for the 
debut album when it was released in January, and North Americans are starting to 
share the enthusiasm (fueled by a pending appearance at the SXSW music festi-
val). Here's why .. . 
Inside In/ Inside Out moves away from the moody mod music you get in hefty 
portions and into upbeat tunes that get feet tapping and heads' bopping. And they. 
do it without sacrificing lyrical integrity or emotion. It's music that gives an energy 
boost without cutting out the "that line says it all" element. Because of all this 
and more, I even love their ode to the proportionally predictable "Jackie Big Tits." 
In the music-review world, songs like "Eddie's Gun" and "Seaside" are getting 
lots of approval, but, unfortunately, they just don't best showcase the originality,of 
· The Kooks. Instead, look to guitar-focused tracks like "She Moves in Her Ow~ 
Way" and "Naive" for demonstrations of the niche The Kooks will occupy. , 
Expect Inside In/ Inside Out to become your new around-the-house music. And 
remember ... there's nothing wrong with dancing it out . . .in your socks and un'der-
wear ... while singing into a dish-brush microphone. 
Who: The Kooks, formed in 2004 
What: Inside In/Inside Out, their first album 
When: Released in January in the UK, February 28 in North America 
Where: No Canadian performances scheduled. Head down to Texas to see them 
in March. 
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New West Cinemas 
IIIith & Raava at tha Movias: Brokabaok Mountain 
555, 6th Street, New Westminster, BC, 
V7L 5H1 
Ph/Fax: 604.526.0379 Email: ncinemas@yahoo.ca 
Movie Info: 604.526.0332 lain W. Reeve and Steph Smith, The Gayest Cowboys in New West 
Gay cowboys! This introspective tale from director Ang Lee follows two unlikely lovers 
who meet herding sheep in the Wyoming. In a story that spans decades, we watch as the 
pair attemp ts to balance acceptable and normal lives with their forbidden love. 
Reeve: 
After some hesitation, honesdy more due to the cowboy content than the homosexual 
content, I finally saw what has been touted as the favourite to win best picture at this 
year's Academy Awards. By the time you're reading this, you'll know if it won, whereas I 
can only assume that Oscar will once again go to the activist movie with something to 
prove. While Brokeback Mountain does have a certain soft approach to its supposedly con-
troversial content, it is effective at normalizing homosexuality in a Hollywood film, 
something that is easy to applaud. 
Set on a landscape so gorgeous it almost could not be filmed badly, this is an often-
stunning film to behold. The Wyoming-though actually Alberta--landscapes are 
breathtaking, and Lee brings the wilderness to life, creating a genuine feeling of isolation 
and aloneness. The sequences that take place in rural Texas and Wyoming have a realistic 
grittiness to them, and one never really questions that they are looking at a town in the 
60s or 70s. 
This film is covered with strong performances. Heath Ledger puts in the perform-
ance of his life. His character's gruff exterior teeming with inner sensitivity never seems 
contrived. While the film overall fails to make the actors look like they have aged signifi-
candy over Brokeback's considerable timeframe, subde changes in Ledger's performance 
sell his aging in a way no makeup could. Jake Gyllenhaal, is equally evocative. His paper-
thin fa<;ade of confidence is always on the verge of breakdown. Even Anne Hathaway 
turns in a more than decent performance, showing she may have a future in strong dra-
matic roles. Michelle Williams, known mosdy for her role in Da~vson's Creek, literally steals 
Website: www.atnymovie.com 
the screen in many scenes. 
While the sporadic time changes and frequent jumpiness of the film can make things 
difficult to follow, ages of children, changes in surroundings, and other subdeties make it 
easy for the audience to stay oriented. The story is told through well-chosen and telling 
snippets that take place over 20 years. This mode of storytelling can leave the audience 
wondering what they are missing, but here it is wholly effective. 
This is an important film. It tells a powerful and heart-wrenching story that attacks 
the heart of the issue of tolerance without being preachy. O ne quickly forgets that 
homosexuality is even an issue when the two are together; the strength of their perform-
ances making their love seems very real on film. If this film makes even small steps 
toward a greater normalization of homosexuality, it is worthwhile. Perhaps one day films 
will be released featuring a homosexual relationship without that being the focus of the 
whole film. 
Smith 
It took me forever to see this movie, and I was not disappointed. Set mosdy in the Wild 
West of old times, it follows the story of two young cowboys trying to live and love in a 
world that is against them. In the Wild West, the cowboys were seen as men, and men 
fell in love with and married women. No so in Brokeback Mountain. These two cowboys 
fell in love with each other. 
It all started in 1821, in the mountains of Utah where two men became lovers. All 
was well until the evil King of Morocco came to town. In Morocco it is an unholy sin to 
be totally gay, so he called upon his court jester/wizard to cast a spell on them. They 
ended up in the future, in 1985 to be precise. Their only hope would be to find Doc 
Brown and the flux capacitor and get back to 1821 to put the wrong things right. 
In 1985, gay cowboys still faced the same trials and tribulations they faced in 1821. 
They were spit on and had trash thrown at them, but still spent the entire film trying so 
hard to get back to the even more horrible past. Toward the middle of the film, they 
indeed manage to do so, only to find that their leaving has caused a time flux, and the 
past is different than they remember. The evil King of Morocco has taken over Utah! 
He has made it into his own twisted utopia. Utah is now being run by super-intelligent 
cyborg machines called "Terminators." When they refuse to bring themselves before the 
king, the Terminators were sent after them. They manage to outrun the machines in 
their car, despite the fact that the Terminators run fairly quickly. 
After some awesome fight scenes and some really realistic action sequences, the cow-
boys are brought before the King to face their punishment. It is decided that they are to 
be drawn and quartered. They are placed together in a cell the night before their impend-
ing death. The King says it is so they can revel in their sin and see that it is this "gay-
ness" that will kill them. In the end they are saved. I won't tell you how, but it is pretty 
spectacular. Let's just say that someone named Doc comes back from the future to save 
them. Oops, spoiler alert! Anyway, they ride happily-and gaily-into the sunset. 
Jake Gyllenhaal and Heath Ledger are amazing in this bizarre cross-genre thriller. 
Also brilliant are Michael]. Fox, Christopher Lloyd, and Robert Patrick. I never thought 
I would like a science-fiction/wild west cowboy cross-genre film, but Brokeback Mountain 
surprised me. From the film I saw, I completely expect it to sweep the Oscars. 
David Lam Expandsl 
By Brady Ehler, Coquitlam Rep. 
If you go to the David Lam Campus, you might have 
noticed large pits that have been dug out of the ground 
over the last couple months. More recently, you may have 
noticed a massive blue fence surrounding the entire south 
lawn, making the front entrance accessible only by circling 
around on the parking lot side and approaching from the 
west. Well, the pits in the lawn weren't attempts at creative 
landscaping; they were in fact boreholes dug by geotechni-
cal engineers, and the blue fence isn't merely for decor, it is 
there to border off the construction area for a new south 
wing. 
As the construction bulletins that are pasted around the 
campus proudly announce, Phase II of the David Lam 
Campus expansion is beginning. The fences are up, heavy 
equipment and portables are being moved on site, and 
construction workers are getting ready to dig in. 
The expansion itself has been a long time coming; the 
addition was in fact planned a dozen years ago. The David 
Lam Campus had been built to accommodate an expan-
sion; there was obviously a lot of unused spaced on the 
property itself, but there were also extra capacities built 
into the campus' electrical vault and heating plant when the 
campus was first erected. 
The process of approval went through last April and 
consultant selection happened last March. The tender 
closed January 31 , and Vanbots Construction Inc. was the 
winning bidder of the $36.1 million contract. Vanbots is a 
veteran in college and university construction, and has 
done work for York University, Trent, and The University 
of Toronto, and has been under previous employment 
opfea ture s(a' gm <1 il. com 
from Douglas College when they built the fifth- and sixth-
floor expansions to the New West campus in 2004. The 
majority of the funding ($32 million) for the project is 
coming from the BC Ministry of Advanced Education, 
however, $4.1 million is coming from the college itself. 
The DLC expansion will consist of two new buildings 
that will be connected by an atrium. The new wing will fea-
ture a three floor, 9,720 square meter health sciences build-
ing and a smaller building with a focus on communica-
tions. 
The new facility will be located on the south-west side· 
of the college, over the pre-existing lawn. The expansion 
will create space for "1,500 new students in the Health 
Sciences, Academic Arts, Science, and Business programs." 
Between the two buildings, there will be a total of fourteen 
new classrooms, including eleven 
Problem Based Learning Areas (or 
PBLs), which are essentially larger 
sized classrooms. 
Building "C" will be mainly 
devoted to nursing. The second floor 
will be health science lab specific 
and will feature three simulation labs. 
The simulation labs will contain 
state-of-the-art equipment, including 
sophisticated robotic mannequins, 
which simulate real physiological 
responses to trauma. 
Building 'D' is slated to contain 
computer labs, two communications 
labs, general classrooms, and offices 
for support staff floor. Aside from 
the construction of the new wing, 
there will also be "minor" construc-
tion done to the existing building; 
the book store and cafeteria will be 
expanded to accommodate the 
increased number of students. 
Vanbots has a time allotment of 
86 weeks to complete the project, 
which means the completion date 
will fall in November, 2007. March 6 
is the targeted date for excavation, 
however the ground breaking cere-
mony will not commence until 
March 15. The Cafeteria expansion 
will move south in the building, into 
the existing student's union office 
and the bookstore. The bookstore 
will be moved to a new building on 
the west side near shipping and 
receiving. The student society will be 
relocated within the existing build-
ing. The skeleton of the addition is 
expected to erected by late fall. 
Precautions are going to be made to 
ensure that noise levels are kept to a 
minimum and that classes will be 
disturbed as little as possible. 
"I'm looking forward to it. It's a 
great opportunity for the College. 
We're moving ahead and I'm looking 
to get it done on time," said Terry 
Leonard, Director of Facilities 
Services for the DLC. 
The ground breaking ceremony 
will be taking place March 15 at 2:30 
pm. College President Susan Witter 
will be joined at the ceremony by 
Advanced Education Minister 
Murray Coell, Deputy Minister 
Moura Quayle, and other dignitaries. 
DOWNTOWN 
TOYOTA CENTRE 
1200 Burranl Street 
10041682·8881 
GRANVILlE TOYOTA 
VANCOUVER 
8265 Fraser Street 
10041263-2711 
JIM PATTISON TOYOTA lANGLEY TOYOTA TOWN 
NORTH SHORE lANGLEY 
849 Auto Mall Drive 20622langley Bypass 
10041~0591 16041530·3156 
JIM PATTISON TOYOTA OPEN ROAD TOYOTA 
SURREY PORT MOODY 
16139 fraser Highway 3166St John's Street 
10041597-2424 16041461-3656 
OPENROAD TOYOTA DESTINATION TOYOTA SUNRISE TOYOTA WEST COASTTOYOTA 
RICHMOND BURNABY ABBOTSFORD PITT MEADOWS 
Richmond Auto Mall 4278lougheed H~ghway Fraser Valley Automall 19950 Lougheed Highway 
16041273·3766 16041291-8122 16041857-2657 16041 465-9146 
PEACE ARCH TOYOTA REGENCY TOYOTA VALLEY TOYOTA WESTMINSTER TOYOTA 
SOUTH SURREY VANCOUVER CHILLIWACK NEW WESTMINSTER 
3174 King Geo'lle Highway 401 Kingsway 45960 Airport Road 210 • 12th Street 
16041531-2916 16041879-8411 16041792-1167 16041520-3333 
Elliott Smith - Basamant I Damas 
By Brady Ehler 
Basement II Demos is a "new" collection of Elliott Smith B-sides, 
rarities, and demos that contains a wealth of previously unavail-
able tracks from the late Elliott Smith. I should mention that 
Basement II is not an official release; it is in fact a bootleg. 
However there are a few things that separate this collection from 
the common pirated recording. D espite its massive size, (22 
tracks) there are no throw-aways on this collection and the pro-
duction value is generally very good. With the expectance of one 
or two tracks, all still sound great by bootleg standards. 
Though some of the song titles are recognizable, such as 
"Thirteen," which was featured on the TV show Gilmore Girls, 
"No Name #6" from the Division Day single, or "The Last 
Hour," which made the cut for Smith's final studio album: Songs 
From a Basement on a Hill, most of the songs haven't been on an 
official release. This is a little confusing; given the name of the 
collection, one would think this is an archive of tracks from Songs 
From a Basement on a Hill, but hey, I'm not complaining. 
The songs were all recorded between 1997 and 2003, which 
spans the time from the Either/ Or era all the way up to the year 
of Smith's mysterious death. After Either/ Or, Smith began releas-
ing albums with bigger, more complex, brightly produced songs, 
but most songs on this collection, whether because they are in 
demo form or for some other reason, feel like one-off tracks 
from Smith's earlier work. Personally, I was always a bigger fan of 
the earlier stuff, and always wished there was more of it, so when 
I discovered this album I was very happy indeed. 
Most of the arrangements are sparse, featuring only Elliott's 
vocals and a couple guitar tracks, although there are a few tracks 
here and there with drums, pianos, synths, etc. This album 
shouldn't be dismissed as merely a collection of songs not good 
enough to go on an official album. It actually contains some of 
Smith's best work, and frankly I'm shocked that most of these 
songs didn't make the cut sooner. My favourites are the haunting 
"Going Nowhere," which sounds like a later era Smith song, but 
with early era production. The short, quick, and moody ''Almost 
Over," displays Smith's guitar virtuosity on the electric and 
acoustic guitars, and the smooth and mellow "Fear City," 
which boasts one of the catchiest Smith choruses ever. 
I'm sure by now many of you are wondering where 
you can find this little gem. Well, I'm not going to fuck-
ing tell you! Just kidding, it's available on the Internet for 
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free and get this: you don't even have to use a torrent 
tracker, or one of those shitty P2P programs, you can 
download it directly at: 
http:/ / www.elliottsmithbsides.com/BasemendiDemos.h 
trn 
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Did I Giva My Pug Dog AIDS? 
An Evaning with Dlllglas Coupland and Chuck 
By Luke Simcoe, OP Contributor 
Like many in my peer group, I spent my formative and 
awkward youth absorbed in the likes of Generation X, 
Mitromft, and Hry Nostradamus. I can also recite much of 
Tyler Durden's caustic social commentary verbatim. So, 
naturally, I was keen on seeing both Douglas Coupland and 
Chuck Palahniuk speak at UBC. The fact that tickets were 
a mere $12 (less than the cost of a fancy imported six-
pack) served only. to reinforce my existing desire to attend. 
Our host for the evening was John Burns, literary edi-
tor for The Georgia Straight and prominent BC author. While 
ushers handed out fake plastic roses, .whose meaning would 
become clear later on to the sold-out audience, he warned 
us that the evening's reading would be unlike any we had 
ever attended, or might attend in the future. I have little 
basis for comparison---we had a guest author do a reading 
in my creative writing class once-but considering what 
was to follow, he was right. 
Coupland opened the evening with a reading from his 
forthcoming book, ]Pod, a pseudo-sequel to Mitroseif.r that 
takes place in Burnaby and is due to be published this May. 
We were treated to an amusing piece of metafiction where 
the protagonist, Ethan, a video game desigp.er at Electronic 
Arts, encounters Coupland on a flight from Vancouver to 
Shang Hai. After gushing over the chance meeting, Ethan 
drinks one too many first-class scotches and passes out, 
only to awake and find that the author has left a rather 
insulting message on his unattended laptop. 
Coupland also went into detail about his passion for 
• the visual arts, including one story where he flushed 200 
bottles of household cleaning products down a hotel toilet 
in Japan, so that he could 'use the 'Containers in an art proj-
ect. This flair for the Visual medium seems to have found 
its way into ]Pod, with parts of the book being dedicated · to 
such things as the first 13,000 digits of pi. 
With the arrival of a tuxedo vest wearing Palahniuk, the 
evening slid down a 'slippery slope into a wash of f-bombs, 
Amy Tan mockery (apparendy her readings are notoriously 
boring), and other assorted depravity. Not that this was a 
bad thing. Chuck seems to be the recipient of much of his 
fan's emotional baggage in the form of fan mail, personal 
stories, and art projects. With an obvious appreciation of 
both his fan base and his craft, Palahniuk seems to wel-
come all of this, and he delights in recounting his fans' 
various stories. We got to hear about the guy who showed 
up at a reading with an entire garbage bag full of Polaroids 
of people who had died in his neighbourhood's porno 
arcade. Or about the man who expressed concern to his 
social worker about the possibility of infecting his treas-
ured pug dog with HIV because the dog liked to eat the 
tissues in the man's bedside garbage (you can put that one 
together ... ). 
Now, as amusing as these tales are to tell, I can't help 
but wrench them out of their context, and that doesn't do 
them justice. Palahniuk is able to talk about these fans and 
their impact on him in a way that really highlights the 
cathartic power of story telling, and it was an experience to 
be emotionally moved by stories of such comedic vulgarity: 
After some Q & A, where those who asked questions 
were rewarded with oversize novelty roses (I gave mine to 
my girlfriend), Palahniuk read us Mr. Elegant, a short story 
due to be published in an upcoming edition of Playbi!J. The 
story concerns a young Chippendales-type male stripper 
who plays the role of Mr. Elegant, handing out roses wear-
ing nothing but a bowtie (the roses make more sense now, 
don't they?), in an exotic dance troupe. I won't spoil it for , 
you, but suffice to say that it involves an epileptic seizure 
and a lot of shit~es, shit. 
Finally, to close the evening, Palahniuk threw a few 
stink bombs into the audience (I'm not kidding) while 
Coupland proceeded to throw bits of fake plastic poo out 
to everyone (also not kidding). So, it was an evening of 
flowers, feces, and fun, and I'm pretty sure John Burns' 
warning will stand. 
Have an 
·opinion? 
Listen to a 
new CD you 
Hate? 
Know about 
something? 
Now's your 
chance! 
email: 
othereditor@yahoo.ca 
for more information. 
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.cascadia 
Quabac Saparatists Hava Thair ldaa of a Nation, So Do Pacific Northwastars 
By Frieda Luk, The Ubyss~ (University of British Colwpbia) 
VANCOUVER (CUP)-The West wants in. With the 
election of a conservative government, some pundits say 
that the West is finally in, as if Ottawa has suddenly 
shown Stephen Harper the secret handshake and gave him 
the password to Canadian politics. We are finally one of 
them. But take a closer look at the West-it's really 
Alberta that's calling the shots and it's the conservative 
ideology of Calgary that counts and not that of left-lean-
ing Vancouver. You can almost hear a collective tantrum 
in BC over the din of the continuing soft wood llll"Ilber 
dispute and angry protest against the defection of ex-
Liberal David Emerson. So what is the West Coast to do? 
Flanked by the Pacific Ocean on one side and Ralph 
Klein's Alberta on the other, it seems BC is marooned 
from its ideological soul mates. 
Or is it? 
Now is perhaps the right time to revisit the concept of 
Cascadia. Long entrenched in the West Coast psyche, 
Cascadia is the quixotic notion of a Pacific Northwest 
region stretching from British Columbia to Oregon. Of 
course the issue of boundary is rather contentious, but the 
main point is that Cascadia is the manifestation of an 
intrinsic Pacific Northwest bond. To Atlantic Canada, 
British Columbians may be just a bunch of tree-hugging 
hippies, but Oregonians share our concern for the envi-
ronment. Paul Koberstein, editor at Cascadia Times, refers 
to the Cascadian ethic that binds the region together. The 
cultural, political, and economic similarities of the Pacific 
coast demand a closer examination of what Cascadia real-
ly means to British Columbians. 
Our true and native land 
For Cascadia Institute's D avid McCloskey, who had 
been part of the original regional solidarity movement in 
the 70s, Cascadia transcends a conventional geographic 
definition. It's an idea, which has manifested itself in a 
thriving cultural movement. McCloskey affirms that 
Cascadia is already a success, but not in political terms. 
What comes first, he says, is actual life, family, and the 
usual representations of Cascadia-the same old story of 
the state over society. 
Cascadia is a cultural consciousness and its visionaries 
are the people. McCloskey is disappoin~ed in politics-
especially the American red-blue divide, which he says, 
"leaves people purple and bruised." What really matters, 
he continues, is restoring the natural system, the trees, and 
the reservoirs. It is important, he adds, to revitalize local 
communities and ecological regions. The focus on ecologi-
cal health in the region is echoed by Koberstein, who 
views Cascadia as the torchbearer of the ethics of conser-
vationism and environmental justice. The Cascadia Times 
newspaper is a reflection of this ethos, which he believes 
is primordial to the Pacific Northwest. 
The actual boundaries of Cascadia are as vague as the 
definitions. David McCloskey subscribes to the notion 
that geographic boundaries are defined not by map lines, 
but by ecological regions. His fieldwork in the late 1990s 
led him to idefine Cascadia as the region encompassing 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Western Montana, Northern 
California, British Columbia, and South East Alaska. In a 
similar fashion, Koberstein employs an ecological defini-
tion of Cascadia that could possibly include areas around 
the arctic Bering Sea down to the Hawaiian archipelago. 
He says that there are no specific boundaries because 
nature doesn't allow for such man-made distinctions. The 
black sea turtle, Koberstein emphasizes, travels from 
Oregon to Papa New Guinea and the Humpback whale 
travels from Alaska to Hawaii, so geographically Cascadia 
may be defined beyond the Pacific Northwest archetype 
depending on whom you ask. 
Beyond the stereotype 
The watchword is not so much political Cascadia but 
an abstract Cascadia. McCloskey rejects the idea that a 
political definition of Cascadia can be its only legitimate 
expression. He reiterates that Cascadia as an ideology is 
already a tour de force in changing the mentality of the 
region and doing good work. The watershed groups, like 
the Mackenzie Watershed group, are his unsung heroes 
who work to enhance and preserve the economic integrity 
of the watershed and support salmon restoration projects. 
The inertia of the Cascadian ideology has, according to 
McCloskey, fuelled other environmental advocacy groups 
and socially conscious businesses like the Cascadia 
Revolving Fund that encourages local economic renova-
tion, and housing projects like Cascadia Housing. Needless 
to say, the movement has not been forestalled by political 
inaction or trends. These success stories are heartening for 
Cascadians everywhere, but it doesn't address the problem 
of actual political and economic difficulties, especially for 
British Columbians. 
Richard Johnston, the head of the UBC political sci-
ence department, cautions that if British Columbia were 
to be part of Cascadia, it would be the biggest loser. BC is 
defined mainly by the Lower Mainland and is doomed to 
insignificance against two robust American states. 
Vancouver would lose out to a more competitive Portland 
and Seattle because, as Johnston explains, Vancouver's 
economic and political relevance depends on being in 
Canada. Within Cascadia, Seattle would dominate due to 
better port access and economic strength from well-devel-
oped aerospace and technology sectors. To counter this 
imminent demise, Vancouver would have to exploit its 
cosmopolitanism, diversity, and connections to Asia. 
In terms of economics, BC doesn't stand to do too 
well, but Steve Moddemeyer, a proponent of ecological 
sustainability in Oregon, emphasizes the role of 
Vancouver, Portland, and Seattle in redefining and pro-
gressing urban sustainability. Moddemeyer especially lauds 
Portland and Vancouver's innovation on this front. 
Still, according to Johnston, the links between the 
regions are not that strong. Culturally speaking he con-
cedes that there are "green" concerns common to the 
three territories and transportation initiatives that might 
be beneficial to the region. However, he points out that 
9/11 has spawned security concerns that make the 49th 
parallel more important than ever and that opponents to 
Canada's stance to the softwood lumber dispute might 
provide salient obstacles to integration. Furthermore, 
Johnson continues, Vancouver is more like Los Angeles 
and San Francisco in its ethnic and cultural makeup; than 
Portland or Seattle. 
Tenuous optimism 
Cascadia as a genuine political entity does not seem to 
be feasible. Koberstein muses, though, that regional coop-
eration and the Cascadia ethic have already spawned 
progress. Case in point: the recent announcement to pro-
tect the Great Bear Rainforest in British Columbia. 
According to Koberstein, the move shows that protecting 
these eco-regions is a communal responsibility and that 
"we don't have to screw up the environment." We should 
put aside our nationalism and create better social dialogue. 
Like McCloskey, he believes that all politics are !oral 
because what under girds politics is individuals and fami-
lies. The conception of Cascadia should not be glued 
strictly to politics or economics because it has evolved 
beyond that and into a cultural phenomenon. 
McClosky says things have changed since the 70s and 
80s, when the Internet wasn't available. To date, the search 
word "cascadia" has garnered more than two million hits. 
It does seem like an extraordinary movement that has 
manifested into a sort of "cultural effervescence" with no 
political party, no leader, and no bureaucracy. He remarks 
that it has been a tremendous phenomenon. Tens of 
thousands of people have been touched by the idea of 
Cascadia. It is a potentially lasting movement that has 
evolved beyond ideology. 
The primary motive of Cascadia, McClosky surmises, 
is to call forth the people belonging to the place and real-
ize the values that this region embodies. A cynic might 
dismiss this as idealism at its worst, that culture is nothing 
more than the social manifestations of politics and eco-
nomics and the Cascadian etruc is nothing more than a 
fabricated notion from idealistic dreamers. Nonetheless, 
Cascadia, in all its nebulous glory, has managed to wedge 
its way into the collective political consciousness spawning 
websites like Republic of Cascadia website, which reads: 
"Now is the time for the citizens of Cascadia to demand 
their freedom from the oppressive governments of 
Canada and the United States. For too long have our peo-
ple put up with indifference and condescendence from 
distant seats of power." 
Despite the militant and outrageous language, it man-
ages to succinctly sum up British Columbia's frustration 
with Canadian politics. If we feel so left out, it is logical to 
seek out those with similar values that Moddemeyer sees 
as being socially liberal, pro-business, having fair environ-
mental ethics, and comparable urban cultures. No, we 
don't have to separate from the country to spurn Ottawa. 
Instead it seems in Cascadia, there is a support group of 
like-minded states in which to emote. Suddenly, British 
Columbia doesn't seem so alone. 
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Tha Art of Networking: Music and Myspaca 
By Kristen DePalma, The Brock Press (Brock University) 
ST. CATHARINES (CUP)-Goodbye old-fashioned band 
flyers and hello ... Myspace bulletins? 
Through its ever-growing interactive network, it seems 
that the increasingly popular website Myspace.com has . 
effectively created a unique music community all of its 
own. Music forums on the site allow users to discuss any 
and every genre of music, the classifieds give space for 
those aching to start a band to advertise for members, the 
"top artists" feature warrants users to discover new bands 
whether they be unsigned, indie, or part of a major label-
and so much more. 
The Myspace phenomenon has given both under-
ground and mainstream bands a venue for self-promotion 
and a chance to connect with their fans. As long as an 
artist has access to a means of recording their music can 
be heard by anyone, anywhere. While song plays or page 
visits do not garner any income for the artist directly, it 
provides them with fast, free, and vital publicity. 
Niagara indie rock success, Sleep the Season, have a 
Myspace account, which provides fans with their latest tour 
dates, mp3s, and updates from the band via blog entries. 
''Myspace has more or less closed the gap between 
musicians and their potential audience,'' said Ben Audet, 
drummer for Sleep the Season. "It has made it easier to 
interact with people who enjoy our music. It has also been 
a useful tool in which our music can be heard by people 
who would not normally go and search for new music." 
Rock band We Want Barabbas (WWB) also use 
Myspace regularly to promote their tours and communicate 
with their fans and other musicians. 
"Myspace has significantly increased our exposure 
beyond the Niagara region. We are constantly gaining new 
fans, friends, supporters, and colleagues from cities world-
wide,'' said WWB frontman Peter Pawlowski. "One of the 
best benefits of Myspace is that we can instantly provide 
the fans in our network with news and promote our shows 
via Myspace's bulletin feature. Of course anyone can leave 
a piece of their mind on our page, which is great because 
we love all sorts of feedback." 
The bulletin feature on Myspace allows bands to post 
information about upcoming shows, which then becomes 
visible to every user on their friends list. They can also ' 
choose to post concert flyers on their user page and the 
site provides artists with the capability to upload four free 
mp3s for viewers to listen to. 
"For any extraverted band with the skill of shameless 
self-promotion, like us, Myspace is a wonderful tool," said 
Pawlowski. "It provides instant access to the most impor-
tant people involved in any band; the fans, show goers, 
scenesters, and plain, good ol' music lovers. Like any tool, 
Myspace works best if you know how to use it right, and 
for any independent act the best way to use it is to reach 
out and gain new fans." -
First year Brock University student, Janice Skoblenick, 
is a Myspace user and sees the site as a link to .the under-
ground music scene. 
"I use Myspace to find out about bands, for meeting 
other people, and finding out more information about 
other people," she said. "I think it's helped promote small-
er bands, like newer bands that a lot of people don't know 
about, so th~t other people can find out about them." 
For bands just starting out, Myspace acts as an appro-
priate venue for them to gain an almost instant fan base 
and become part of the virtual scene. 
~ They can link their page to users in their ~ocal area or 
all the way across the world, expo~ing their sound to any-
one who clicks on their profile. . 
Alex Harber, a first year viticulture student at Brock, 
currently shares a Myspace music account with his band. 
"It's good because we can find other bands to play 
shows with and it's also just a way to get out to our friends 
that have moved away and let them know if we're playing 
soon in their area," said Harber. "It's really easy to find out 
about different bands and it's great to be able to listen to 
song samples to get an idea of their sound." 
Local St. Catharines scene supporter and musician, 
· Justin Weaver (a.k.a. Hardcore Warrior), has been a mem-
ber of Myspace since 2004. 
"It's helped me quite a lot because I sometimes find 
myself talking to people whom I haven't spoken to in 
years, and my music has been getting a ton more plays on 
my Myspace account than my Purevolume account," said 
Weaver. "Myspace is one of the best things to happen to 
the music industry. I'm glad it's here." 
Myspace sponsored the Vans Warped Tour in 2005, 
where they organized signings and meet and greets with 
bands on the tour from their· tent. 
A newer addition to the Web site has been Myspace 
Records, a music label that signs artists who have become 
successful through Myspace. The label released their first 
compilation disc in November of last year, featuring bands 
like AFI, Dashboard Confessional, and Weezer. 
Recently, the network launched its "Secret Shows 
Concert Series," a Myspace project that holds various con-
certs aU across the United States that only people on the 
Secret Shows friends list are able to know about. Past 
shows have included performances from artists like Rilo 
Kiley and Jenny Lewis. 
For a networking site which, has attracted over 42 mil-
lion users since its founding by Tom Anderson in 2003, 
there is no doubt of the great impact that Myspace has · 
had on the communication and music world. 
Today's music fans have the ability to interact with a 
community much larger than ever thought possible and 
which grows more everyday, altering the way artists market 
and sell their music on a global scale. 
It is safe to say that the social network, which effective-
ly combines blogging, message forums, instant messaging, 
web portals, music sharing, and more, has ultimately 
changed the face of the music industry forever. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Question: "Who would you like to give a shout out to on International Women's 
Day?" 
18 
A: 11 0ne of my biggest heroes who fought for 
women is Rosa Luxembourg. She was a revolution-
ary in· Germany in the early 1900s, and she 
worked with Clara Zetkin in fighting for 
women • s rights. 11 
-Shannon 
A: 11 ! would give it to Judith Radovan for being 
a lesbian, a feminist, union worker, partner, a 
good cook, and for getting the YMCA Woman of 
Distinction Award this year. 11 
- Elenor 
A: 11 ! would give it to Reta Blind because she 
is our elder and she guides us in what we need 
to do. Being Indian women we come up against a 
lot, and we have elders like her who still 
guide us. 
-Jackie 
A: 11 Rosa Luxembourg, I think, because she is 
one of the women who brought attention to the 
-issue of International Women's Day. Every year 
we should celebrate International Women's Day 
and have solidarity of women's rights ... 
-Tammy 
Hey Peanutbutter! 
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UBC Athlatics Cross Bordar Shopping 
Brian McLennon, OP Sports Editor 
The amount of cross border shoppers between the Canada 
and the United States has increased over the past years. 
The patrons with the fat wallets looking for greats deals are 
not Canadians heading to Seattle's outlet malls, but are 
American coaches from NCAA athletic institutions looking 
for our top athletes. 
Every year, thousands of top prospects from across 
Canada are awarded handsome athletic scholarships to 
compete at universities and colleges south border. With 
over 4,000 post-secondary institutions, the United States 
can offer a large amount of athletic scholarships in a wide 
variety of sports. The most common athletic scholarships 
are awarded in basketball, football, and track & field. Just 
like an Uncle Willie's buffet, the choices of scholarships 
seem unlimited as Canadian high school athletes can earn a 
debt-free education in everything from Bowling to Fencing 
and even in the sport of Rifling! 
However, the migration is no longer just affecting 
Canadian universities; they are now affecting the governing 
body for the university sports in Canada. In the March 6 
issue of Maclean}, in an article titled, "March Madness, 
Here We Come," Nancy MacDonald explains UBC's plan 
to reduce the amount of Canadian athletes from crossing 
the border to the US. In a "If you can't beat them join 
them" ~ttitude, UBC has already begun wooing the NCAA, 
the governing body for interuniversity athletics in the US, 
to consider having' their Canadian cousins "join in all their 
reindeer games" ... and why not? 
The governing body for interuniversity athletics in 
Canada is the Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS). Their 
persistent stubbornness regarding athletic scholarships has 
resulted in many universities seeking answers to the ques-
tion of funding athletes. 
The topic of athletic scholarships in Canada is nothing 
new. It has been a topic of grand discussions for decades 
and has always created a division between CIS [nee: CIAU] 
member institutions. Some institutions (these opinions are 
strongest in Ontario) believe that there should be a balance 
betweef1 academics and athletics, and that awarding athletic 
scholarships would upset this balance. Others claim that by 
adopting the NCAA model, it would help ease the strain 
on student-athletes-many of whom are faced with rising 
tuition fees for the past few years. The theory is that 
increasing athletic scholarships would help keep top ath-
letes home, thus improving the quality of competition 
throughout the CIS. 
In support, Simon Fraser University (SFU) said that 
they would be willing to "defect" and join UBC should the 
opportunity present itself. SFU, which still has the majority 
of their athletic programs (cross country, golf, soccer, soft-
ball, swimming & diving, track & field, and wrestling) com-
peting in the NCAA sister operation-the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA)-has seen 
some success and regrets with competing south of the 
border. 
SFU women's softball team was the NAIA National 
Champions in 2003 and the women's soccer team won it all 
in 2000. However, in 2001, SFU's basketball programs 
opted to withdraw their membership from the NAIA and 
rejoin the growing Canada West conference of the CIS. 
Increasing travel cost and an erratic schedule were cited as 
the main reasons for the controversial move. In discussions 
with some former SFU players, they spoke about having 
regrets about not being able to compete for a National 
Championship due to a lack of conference, a lost opportu-
nity for a program that for years had one of the best men's 
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basketball teams in Canada. 
So how will UBC overcome these barriers to ensure 
survival at the Big Dance? According to recent reports, 
UBC's fundraising and athletic budget totals approximately 
$4 million, which is comparable to many of the NCAA 
institutions that compete in the Pacific Northwest and 
California. UBC Athletic Director, Bob Phillip, has had a 
couple of visits from NCAA officials to prove to them 
that UBC can play with the big boys ... and play they can! 
In recent exhibition games against traditional power-
house schools Georgia and Kansas State, UBC defeated 
both teams and has recently won as many of four games 
against NCAA Division I schools. Even against the 
National Championship contenders, the Kansas Jayhawks, 
the Thunderbirds held their own for much of the game. So 
what is the hold up? 
Well, for starters, the NCAA has been somewhat reluc-
tant to open its borders to include non-American mem-
bers. However, with two recent visits the UBC's Vancouver 
campus, it could mean that they are willing to change their 
views. In addition, there are several requirements for mem-
bers who apply to the NCAA for membership, and offi-
cials need to ensure UBC can comply with these require-
ments. 
So, what should the CIS think should UBC decide to 
give them the "bird?" The only public statements seem to 
be along the lines of hoping that UBC will "remain in the 
CIS family." When will the CIS wake up and realize that 
their business, both top athletes and now top universities 
like UBC and SFU, are saying "take this beaver and shove 
it. I'm outta here"? 
SPORTS 
Tha Humour Mill 
Steph Smith, OP Hockey Forecaster 
It's that time again, the NHL trade deadline is looming. 
The hustle and bustle and nail biting that goes on this time 
of year is second to none. It's the final push for cup con-
tenders to build that team that will lead them to glory. It's 
that time where teams weigh their options and make that 
decision, ' 'Are we to sell? Or are we to buy?" It's also that 
time where fans like to try and guess what is going to hap-
pen. Where analysts make lists of the top trades that they 
would like to see and where rumours run rampant. 
So, here it is: my list of who is on the move, to where, 
and to what effect. And also a few trades I would like to 
see, however unlikely they might be. 
Curtis Joseph: Wayne Gretzky says that he has 
received many inquiries about the goaltender, but has stat-
ed that he is not looking to get rid of him. Sources say that 
Gretzky is merely keeping a lid on it until the time comes 
to make a move. This would be a big trade, as Cujo is hot 
right now and could help take any prospective buyers deep 
into the playoffs. 
Olli Jokinen: Jokinen looks like he will be traded. The 
Florida Panthers will decide within the week whether or 
not the captain will be made available. Already Ottawa has 
expressed interest, and it has been rumored that Havlat 
could be part of the any deal. Calgary has also expressed 
interest in the Finnish player, however, it is unclear as to 
whom they would be willing to part with in order to secure 
the rugged centreman. 
The Ottawa Senators: Things were looking bright for 
the Sens early on. The team went damn-near undefeated 
early on and goaltender D ominik Hasek looked to be in 
peak form despite his age. However, if Hasek remains 
sidelined with a leg injury sustained at the Olympics, the 
Sens could deal for a goaltender. This seems unlikely to 
me. 
Senator's GM, John Muckier said last week that, ''We 
know exactly what we want to do. We're looking for a for-
ward and maybe to get a depth defenseman. I have talked 
to numerous GMs. A lot of teams feel they are still in con-
tention. I still feel there will be lots of action. Whether 
[other NHL teams] will feel they are still in contention by 
Thursday, only ,they know." 
Bryan McCabe: McCabe is looking for a raise. After a 
career season, he is seeking over $5 million per season, and 
the Leafs don't have the funds to cover that salary. Having 
just locked Tomas Kaberle in for $4.25 million a year, they 
won't be able to afford McCabe. The Leafs are probably 
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out of the playoffs, so it looks probable that they will 
dump McCabe at the deadline, perhaps for two younger 
defensemen. 
Montreal Canadiens: With Jose Theodore sidelined 
with a ridiculous injury, they could be looking for goaltend-
ing. Cristobel Huet has been good, but with no experience 
in post-season play it is difficult for anyone to put much 
faith in his ability to lead the team. On the other side there 
are rumors that the Canadiens might be shopping Sheldon 
Souray, and that one of the interested parties is the 
Vancouver Canucks. 
Brendan Witt: Brendan Witt is still looking to be trad-
ed. Speculation is that he might still end up on Nashville, 
Los Angeles, or Vancouver. However, there is also some 
interest being shown by Tampa Bay, Toronto, and Boston. 
Sources are saying that the Capitals are looking to replace 
Witt with a younger defensemen with a smaller salary. 
An article in the LA Times claimed that the LA Kings 
were concerned enough about goaltender Mathieu Garon's 
play that GM Dave Taylor has inquired about Florida goal-
tender Roberto Luongo and might also be working on a 
deal for Washington defenseman Brendan Witt. I feel this 
is highly doubtful. Luongo will go where he wants, and he's 
said that he wants to play in Canada, for a team with a real 
shot at winning a cup. 
Those are the official rumours at this time. I have some 
ideas too. Vancouver is in need of goaltending. I know that 
Alex Auld is doing a fantastic job and that Dan Cloutier 
will more than likely be back in time for the playoffs, but 
look at the past. Cloutier has not been able to carry the 
team forward, and Auld lacks the experience to do so. 
Florida is going to lose Luongo. Earlier in the year there 
were rumours of Bertuzzi or Jovanovski heading to Florida 
for Luongo. However, Auld and Bertuzzi for Luongo 
sounds more and more lovely to me every day. 
Student Reps to College Board and Education Council 
Elections March 15- 16 
Campaigns are underway for two seats on the College Board and four spots on Education Council (two from each campus). All Douglas 
College students who are currently registered in one credit course are eligible to vote. 
Voting will take place during the following hours: 
Where to vote? 
Wednesday, March 15 
Thursday, March 16 
11am-7pm 
9am-5pm 
Students who are taking courses at more than one campus must vote at the campus where they are taking more than 50 percent of their 
courses. Students who are registered in courses evenly split between campuses will vote at the New Westminster campus. Each student's 
polling station is determined by records as shown in the Douglas College Student Information System. 
Polling Stations will be in the Concourse at the New Westminster Campus and in the Atrium at David Lam Campus. Students will need to 
provide a valid student card of other photo ID in order to vote. 
SPORTS 
The Rugby 
RunDown 
Dave Pearcey, OP Contributor 
1~ .lliY, Men: 
United 28 - Brit-lions 15 
United came out on fire in the first 
half as they have many times this 
season. 
Quick ball movement along the 
backline sent centre Brock Aynsley 
on a 60-metre jaunt to open the 
scoring. Tim Phillips converted. 
Hooker Greg Cook then sent 
the home crowd into a frenzy with 
a 40-metre run that included two 
fakes that froze defenders in their 
tracks. His luck ran out within a 
metre of the line, but Dan 
Forthuber followed up to put 
Uni_ted up by twelve. Phillips 
added two and the visitors side-
lines became rather silent. 
First-year speedster Brian 
McCatyn (Terry Fox HS) added 
the third try and the subsequent 
convert saw the Brits looking up at 
a 21-point deficit. 
Aynsley had another try in his 
grasp, but chose to pass and the 
ball was knocked on right at the 5-
metre line. 
An early Brits score in the sec-
ond half got everyone's attention. 
Then a United player was red-
carded for a dangerous .tackle and 
the visitors made it 21-10. 
Another score would have had 
the locals worried, but Forthuber, 
now inserted at centre, set up 
McCatyn for another long run 
where he left the Brits fullback 
looking like a piece of the scenery. 
Phillips made his fourth con-
version of the day. A score at the 
whistle brought the Brits to within 
28-15. It was great to have Dan 
Forthuber .on the pitch, as he had 
missed several games after suffer-
ing a broken bone in his hand at 
the national team trials last fall. 
~Division men: 
United 10 - Brit-lions 57 
Jffi Division men 
United 22 - Brit-lions 17 
Tries by Sean Dingley, Jaz 
Chung , Chris Reid, and George 
Feraru gave United the victory. 
Premier women: 
United 31 - UBC 0 
Centre Melissa Klein enjoys 
playing UBC. She added two tries 
to bring her season total to 21, setting a new season try-scoring record 
with four games to go. 
Both her scores were orchestrated by the slow movement of the ball 
along the UBC backline ... interceptions that went for easy tries. 
Unbelievably, Klein has scored tries off of errant Thunderbird passes in 
each of the four games she has played against them. 
Stevi Schnoor had an awesome game as she controlled the tempo 
with her strategic kicks and decision-making from the flyhalf position. 
A finely worked penalty play also saw Corinne Jacobson score five 
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points. Additional tries came from Alicia Noger and Tanya Leigh. 
Sixteen year-old Raeann Galuska put three kicks through the 
uprights. 
1~ Division women: United 0 - JBAA 17 
~ Divison women: United 5 - Richmond 0 
Classifiads 
Submit Classifeds to classifieds at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
Students advertise for Creel 
For free student classifieds up 
to 30 words, email: 
othereditor@yahoo.ca with your 
name, student number, and 
desired section, and put "classi-
fied" in the subject line. 
Fast Cash Ads: 3 lines, 3 times 
for $20 (30 words max). Open 
rate of $5 per line. Enquiries: 
call our advertising manager at 
604.525.3542. 
Pictures 
Classified pictures are $10 each 
printing. The picture size is 
3.5cm x 2.5cm, black and white. 
When placing an ad please 
remember . . . 
All ads must be received by 
Thursday to be published in the 
following Wednesday's paper. 
Check your ad for errors and 
please call or email our offices 
to report any corrections. To 
ensure the integrity of our stu-
dent newspaper, we reserve the 
right to revise, reclassify, edit, or 
refuse your ad. 
Last Call 
I 
Amanda Aikman, OP Columnist 
FII'Bala 
Two 128MB Memory Modules 
184PIN DDR PC2100 DIMM 
With original packages. 
A Steal at $45! E-Mail me at 
email@scottelliott.com. 
1980 Honda CB650 
parts, $5 and up. Email 
redcoat1812@hotmail.com. 
Complete P4 system with 256MB 
DDR400, 80GB HDD, 16x DVD±RW & 
K/M/S for only $399. FREE exchange 
K/M/S for 512MB RAM. Everything 
BRAND NEW Contact Andre at acepc-
canada@gmail.com if interested. 
Herbal products to improve your health. 
Choose an alternative to conventional 
medicine. Safe and easy to use. Contact 
Alex at natural_cures@hotmail.com or 
604.589.8728 
HP 722C printer, new colour ink cartridge 
$75. Epson colour 800 printer, 2 new 
black ink cartridges $60. 
Can see both operating. 778 - 885 - 5476 
Lately I've been thinking a lot about getting the hell out of Dodge. And by D odge, I 
mean Vancouver. 
Tutor/Proofreader (Ph.D) $25/hour for 
essays, thesis, etc. 604.837.1016 
or editor888@hotmail.com. 
Professional tutor, writing coach, and edi-
tor can help with English 130, 106, 112, 
and 1 09; also Business Communications, 
reports, letters, and resumes. Quality guar-
anteed. The Writer's Touch, www.writer-
stouch.net 604.437.6069. 
Vancouver Support group for stutterers. 
Every alternate Friday, 7-9pm. Room 4310, 
New West campus. For more info, contact 
Mary Rose Labandelo: 604.526.1735 
WEill 
OPTions for Sexual Health (formerly 
Planned Parenthood) is looking for volun-
teers to assist on the Facts of Life Line, a 
toll-free, confidential, sexual health infor-
mation and referral resource line. Call 
604.731.4552 ext. 224, or visit 
www.optionsforsexualhealth.com. 
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AVID HALO 2 PLAYER Need to have 
Halo2 game and XBOX live. Please contact 
by email Jamie CampbelL Jamie 
Campbell12345@hotmail.com 
WATER POW Players Wanted 
Students interested in participating 
in Intramural/Varsity Douglas Water Polo 
call: (604)m -6029(ex.t.# 3) or 
email:sessionpolo@yahoo.ca 
for more information. 
Teach English 
Overseas 
~~ 
• Intensive 60-Hour Program 
e Classroom Management Techniqu-
e Detailed L-eon Planning 
• Comprehensive Teaching Materials 
e Internationally Recognized Certificate 
e Teacher Placement Service 
• Job Guarantee Included 
e Thousands of Satisfied Studente 
OXFORD 
SEMINARS 
780·428-8700 /1-800-779-1779 
www.oxfordseminars.com 
D on't get me wrong, I've lived here for six years now and there are many things I still 
appreciate-like the multicultural populace, mild weather, and mountain views. Not to 
mention the fabulous restaurants, decent shopping, and lovely foliage. But there are black 
clouds that come with those silver linings, and I'm not referring to the rain. 
Okay, so it's one thing to be afraid to walk the streets of my neighbourhood, but at 
least I can take comfort within the confmes of my own home, right? Well that used to be 
the case, until our new tenant moved in. Let's call him Mousey. Mousey isn't paying rent, 
which sucks, since our landlords just raised it by 30 dollars a month. We tried to do the 
right thing at first. We bought living traps and cleaned out the apartment from top to bot-
tom. Spent the entire day cleaning out the crawl space and hauling boxes to the dump. We 
even bought a fancy sonic mouse deterrent thing that plugs into the wall and glows and 
everything. I'm sure Mousy appreciated that expensive glowing piece of crap, since appar-
endy it helped light his way to our kitchen table where he left us a pile of feces as a thank 
you. After that we launched an all-out tactical assault. Sorry, mouse lovers, but he was ask-
ing for it. We filled every nook and cranny with expensive poison and fast-killing traps, but 
still no luck. Plenty of mouse shit, but no luck. 
For instance, there're the scumbags. I realize scumbags may not be the politically cor-
rect term, but then, the terms spewing out of the scumbags in my neighbourhood are not 
politically correct either. Of course, I'm not referring to those individuals suffering from 
mental illnesses, physical disabilities, or alcohol and drug dependencies-I'm talking about 
the young thugs that hang out in the Fraser/Broadway area near where I live. I don't mind 
being asked for money or cigarettes when I'm out and about-that's standard fare round 
these parts-but I'm not particularly fond of having obscenities and threats of violence 
yelled in my face. Which is exacdy what happened to my boyfriend and me the other day. 
It was 6pm, still light out, and we were walking the two blocks from our apartment to the 
bus stop, when an angry, scary-looking man screamed at my boyfriend that he was going 
to "Smash his fucking face in" because we didn't have a cigarette for him. Lovely. And just 
once, I'd like to be able to return a video to the corner store without walking the gaundet 
of pushy panhandlers that have taken up residence there. 
So, we are now thinking of moving. You should see all the great basement hovels you 
can rent in Vancouver with a thousand-dollar-a-month budget. Ridiculous. Not that I'm 
bitter. I mean, after all, it's the beginning of March and there are flowers on the trees 
already. Vancouver is lovely. And I bought a lottery ticket today. Nine million dollars. If 
my numbers come up, who knows, I might even be able to afford an upper-floor two-bed-
room rental on the west side. 

